
 

 

Playing the Pedophilia Card 

 

 

One of the most frustrating aspects of the struggle for equal rights for gay and lesbian 

Americans is the strength of enduring untruths, particularly those knowingly perpetuated 

by our opponents. 

 

And perhaps the most maddening of these falsehoods suggests that gay men present a 

special danger to children. 

 

Conservative Christian organizations shamelessly promote this deception. The Family 

Research Council's website offers the 31-page report "Homosexual Activists Work to 

Normalize Sex With Boys."[1] Until recently, the American Family Association's site 

presented "Homosexuality and Child Molestation: The Link, the Likelihood, the Lasting 

Effects."[2] 

 

Still not quite sure that gay men molest kids? Contact Focus on the Family and purchase 

"Setting the Record Straight," which alleges that a child molester is 17 times more likely 

to be gay than straight.[3] 

 

The moral lawlessness of repeating this untruth is all the more egregious because its 

falsity has been known for over 20 years. 

 

In 1978 psychologist Nicholas Groth screened 175 men who had been convicted in 

Massachusetts of sexual molestation of children and referred by a court for psychological 

evaluation. He found not a single gay man in this sample. Every one of the perpetrators 

was either an exclusive heterosexual, a bisexual with a predominantly heterosexual 

orientation, or a fixated pedophile with no sexual interest in adults.[4] 

 

His conclusion? That "the adult heterosexual male constitutes a greater risk to the 

underage child than does the adult homosexual male." 

 

In the same year, researcher David Newton reviewed the scientific literature and found no 

reason to believe that anything other than a "random connection" existed between 

homosexual orientation and child molestation.[5] 

 

Later research has confirmed these findings: 

 

• In 1988, renowned sex researcher Kurt Freund at the Clarke Institute of 

Psychiatry in Toronto studied two groups of paid volunteers and found that gay 

men responded no more to male child stimuli than heterosexual men responded to 

female child stimuli.[6] He later described as a "myth" the notion that gay men are 

more likely than straight men to be child molesters.[7]  

� In 1992, alarmed over claims made during a campaign for an anti-gay state 

constitutional amendment in Colorado, two physicians reviewed every case of 

suspected child molestation evaluated at Children's Hospital in Denver over a 



 

 

one-year period. Of the 269 cases determined to involve molestation by an adult, 

only two of the perpetrators could be identified as gay or lesbian. The researchers 

concluded that the risk of child sexual abuse by an identifiably gay or lesbian 

person was between zero and 3.1%, and that the risk of such abuse by the 

heterosexual partner of a relative was over 100 times greater.[8] 

Child abuse, including sexual abuse, is a terrible reality in this country. According to 

the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System, established by the federal 

Department of Health and Human Services, nearly 90,000 children are sexually 

abused every year.[9] According to some researchers, the true number may be five 

times this.[10] 

 

Approximately 80 percent of these sexually molested children are girls.[11] Persons 

focusing only on the remaining 20 percent of molestations--and, even then, only on 

the small fraction of these crimes committed by gay men--are not authentically 

concerned with combating sexual abuse of children. Their primary interest lies in 

perpetuating fear. 

 

The source of the right's statistics linking gay men with child molestation is 

discredited psychologist Paul Cameron, who operates the Family Research Institute in 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.[12] Cameron is responsible for many of the right's most 

bizarre allegations about gays and lesbians, such as that gays constitute 44 percent of 

sexual mass murderers, that two-thirds of gay men "ingest biologically significant 

amounts of feces," and that being a gay male takes 30 years off one's life.[13] 

 

But Cameron is hardly a credible source. He was dropped from the American 

Psychological Association back in 1983 for a violation of its Ethical Principles of 

Psychologists.[14] And he's been censured by four other professional associations and 

a federal court.[15] 

 

The key to understanding research on this issue is to recognize three things. First, a 

person's sexual attraction to adults, whether homosexual, heterosexual, or bisexual, is 

wholly distinct from an attraction to children. A person can be attracted only to 

adults, only to children, or occasionally to both, but these attractions are independent 

facets of a person's psychology. 

 

Second, a significant proportion of child molestation is perpetrated by men who are 

not sexually attracted to children, but who "regress" to sexual interactions with 

children under the stress of life events. 

 

Third, while pedophilia is sometimes denominated as "heterosexual" or 

"homosexual," this usage is simply descriptive, that is, it is intended only to 

characterize the relationship between the offender's and the victim's genders, and not 

to define the offender's sexual orientation, if any, toward adults.[16] 

 

The child molestation myth parallels in many ways the blood libel against European 

Jews, who during the twelfth through nineteenth centuries were accused of 



 

 

kidnapping Christian children and slowly bleeding them to death in ritual 

sacrifices.[17] 

 

Americans have an obligation to reject pernicious myths--including this one--about its 

citizens. 
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